8	THE   START
the common idea of the effect of a horseshoe by saying that
the shoe had " mana." From a scientific standpoint mana is
probably the simplest form of religious conception. The yacht
flew the burgee of the Royal Cruising Club.
From the time the   prospective expedition became public
we received a considerable amount of correspondence from
strangers: some of it was from those who had special knowledge
of the subject, and was highly valued; other letters had a comic
element, being from various young men, who appeared to think
that our few berths might be at the disposal of anyone who
wanted to see the world.   One letter, dated from a newspaper
office, stated that its writer had no scientific attainments, but
would be glad to get up any subject required in the time before
sailing;   the qualification of another for the post of steward
was that he would be able to print the menus and ball pro-
grammes.   The most quaint experience was in connection with
a correspondent who gave a good name and address, and offered
to put at our disposal some special knowledge on the subject
of native lore, which he had collected as Governor of one of
the South Sea islands.   On learning our country address, he
wrote that he was about to become the guest of some of our
neighbours and would call upon us.   It subsequently transpired
that they knew nothing of him, but that he had written to them,
giving our name.   He did, in fact, turn up at our cottage during
our absence, and obtained an excellent tea at the expense of
the caretaker.   The next we heard of him was from the keeper
of a small hotel in the neighbourhood of Whitstable, where he
had run up a large bill on the strength of a statement that he
was one of our expedition, and we found later that he had
shown a friend over the yacht while she was building, giving
out he was a partner of my husband.    We understand that
after we started he appeared in the county court at the instance
of the unfortunate innkeeper.
After much trouble we ultimately selected two colleagues
from the older universities. The arrangement with one of
these, an anthropologist, was, unfortunately, a failure, and ended
at the Cape Verde Islands. The other, a geologist, Mr. Frederick
Lowry-Corry, took up intermediate work in India, and subse-
quently joined us in South America. The Admiralty was good
enough to place at our disposal a lieutenant on full pay for

